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Abstract 
Focusing on practice within child-protection law, this paper reports on research 
investigating the life experiences of nine mothers, whose children have been subject to 
care orders under the Children Act 1989. Highlighting the intergenerational complexity 
of this problem, the study contains the participants’ accounts of unresolved     
relationship difficulties with their mother, strengthening and depleting the participants’     
well-being, which bear on the participants’ relationship with their children. The study 
highlights new relationship difficulties arising when children are placed within the 
family. In conclusion, it suggests a need to address children’s experiences of harm in      
a more intergenerational way involving provisions to safeguard and promote the 
welfare of mothers. The study argues that broader subjectivity should be introduced in 
the deliberations about harm, leading to support for mothers in order to meet the needs 
of children. 
 
The study 
This psycho-social study (Hollway and Jefferson, 2013; Richardson and Brammer, 
2020) involved nine mothers, whose children have been subject to care orders under 
the Children Act 1989. The participants were aged between 19 and 25 years. They had 
31 children aged between 14 years and three months, illustrating the growing 
intergenerational nature of this problem. Five children were living with their mother 
supported by a voluntary agency. Eight were adopted. Four children were in long-term 
foster care. Nearly half, 
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